
Welcome to Pine View 
School 12th Grade Fall 

College Night
September 10, 2026



It’s Time to Apply! 
Application information and all forms and presentations, including this 
powerpoint, are uploaded to the Pine View College Counseling website 
under Class of 2027

The August “letter”  was sent via email and is posted to the PVS college 
website as well. It includes important instructions and forms for applying

www.pvscollegecounseling.com

http://www.pvscollegecounseling.com/


The Common Application and SchooLinks

• By now ALL students should be working in their Common 
Application accounts through which they will apply to most colleges 
https://www.commonapp.org/

• Common App Instructions and screenshots to follow

• Students must "Match" their CommonApp and SchooLinks accounts 
in order to request transcripts and teacher letters of 
recommendations

• Please follow instructions shared in the August Advisory Period, 
or in your SchooLinks account

https://www.commonapp.org/


The Common Application (Student Review)

The CA is divided into 
My Common 
Application (Applicant 
Info) and My Colleges, 
where all college 
requirements, 
deadlines, and 
information are 
accessed, and college-
specific elements of the 
application are 
completed 



My Common Application 
Under My Common Application there are six required 

sections, under which there are numerous sub-sections



The Education Section
A few portions of the Common App that ALWAYS cause confusion:
• Date of entry into Pine View August 2023 (Freshman year)

• Under Grades 
o Graduating class size:  167
o Class rank reporting:  NONE
o GPA Scale Reporting:  4.0
o Cumulative GPA:   Report your WEIGHTED GPA
o GPA Weighting:   Weighted

• Current or Most Recent Year Courses. We are Semester-based 

• Honors entries (5). Report Academic Honors (it’s okay if you have none)



Testing and the Common Application!
Reporting Test Scores (ACT/SAT)
• On the Common App, report ACT scores, SAT scores, or both*
• ACT Report your highest individual Composite score and highest 

individual section scores earned so far (Science is optional)
• Score reports are ordered directly through testing agencies

Always check each university's specific score-reporting 
requirements
• Some schools (e.g., FSU, UF) allow applicants to ‘self-report’
• Entering scores on the Common App does not count as "self-

reporting"
• Most other schools require official scores sent directly from the 

testing agency to admissions



The Activities Section (10 slots-50 Characters!)
Use as many slots as you can. Note limitations. Be strategic!



The Writing Section – Personal Essay (support)

• Personal Essay topics (650)

• Additional Information 
o Would you like to share 

any details about 
challenges or other 
circumstances you’ve 
experienced? (250 words)

o Would you like to share 
any additional details or 
qualifications not 
reflected in the 
application? (300 words)



College Search and My Colleges 



Florida Public Universities



The Florida State University 
• Both Early Action and Early Decision October 15th deadline -  

Common Application or FSU institutional application
• STARS and Testing must be uploaded to your FSU Portal by 10/22 
• The later December 1st Regular Deadline is NOT advised

• You must self-report or send test scores (Self-report through the 
FSU Application Status page after you apply)

• Recommendations are NOT accepted
• FSU Honors College application is indicated within the FSU 

application. Application essay due in December

• Accept/Defer/Deny on December 17th 
• Pathways options may be assigned. See FSU Admissions page
• If deferred, decisions will be released on February 18th 



University of Florida 
• Early Decision due by October 15th 

• STAR and Scores deadline October 22nd 
• Early Action due by November 1st  

• STAR and Scores deadline November 8th 
• Self-report or send test scores (Self-report in UF portal)

• Teacher recommendations are NOT accepted
• Emphasis on metrics (weighted gpa & rigor)
• Regardless your activities and essay are critical (+one supplement)
• UF Honors College application is within the application 

• Accept/Defer/Deny
• Early Decision release on December  11th

• Early Action release January 22nd 
• If deferred, decisions will be released on March 19th



University of Florida Supplemental Essay
Please provide more details on your most meaningful commitment 
outside of the classroom while in high school and explain why it was 
meaningful. This could be related to an extracurricular activity, work, 
volunteering, an academic activity, family responsibility, or any other 
non-classroom activity. (100-250 words)

Honors Essay Prompt (2026-27) (400 words)
The UF Honors Program's mission is to connect, nurture and engage the 
next generation of scholars who change the world. How do you 
envision yourself contributing to this mission? Consider the people, 
experiences, resources, and aspirations that have shaped your journey 
thus far and your future plans.



State University Information/Updates 
• Key Additional SUS Information 

• All Florida Public Universities now use the CommonApp (or own institutional)
• Most also require the STARS (Not FGCU and FIU-transcripts)

• USF uses a consolidated application for all campuses
• Early Action: CommonApp by November 2 

• STARS/Testing by November 16 (12/9)
• Regular Decision: Apply by December 16

• STARS/Testing by January 15 (2/10)

• UCF has an October 15th early deadline but uses its own self-reporting system 
(SPARK and Test Scores by 11/15). Rolling admissions thereafter (12/4)

• Always apply early for priority scholarship and admissions consideration. Pay 
attention to housing processes, Honors College, FAFSA deadlines



Self-Reported Transcript and Academic 
Record System (STARS)

• UF/FSU and most 
Florida public 
universities require 
you to complete what 
is known as the 
STARS.

• A separate website 
where you will enter 
all completed 
coursework

• Instructions for 
completing the STARS 
appear on the pvs 
counseling website 

• STARS instructions

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:1a03951e-4e4c-4296-ba6e-94f92ddcfe39


Self-Reported Transcript and Academic Record 

• Please use FOCUS to complete the STARS. Go to Grades-->View 
Detailed Report. Enter letter grades only (no +/-)

• You only need to complete the STARS once. However, you must link 
it to each application once invited to do so in your application 
portals

It is recommended that you enter ALL high school courses and grades by SEMESTER for consistency. 
[recommended by UF, FSU and USF Admissions]. For 9th grade you should simply enter your year-long 

grade twice, once for the Fall semester and again for Spring (.5 credit per). Enter your 10-11th grade 
courses and pending 12th grade courses on a semester basis as they appear on your transcript. 

• Note that UCF uses is own system known as SPARK



Private Colleges & Universities



Private Universities General Requirements
• Most will use and require the Common Application and Essay
• Most require additional, school-specific supplemental essays. 

Large, public universities typically do not have supplements 
(CommonApp essay only) 

• Most private colleges require 1-2 teacher letters of recommendation 
and one counselor letter

• Several more selective colleges offer interviews



Teacher Recommendations
• Please request letters by October 5th for early and priority 
applications and December 18th for Regular Decision applications 
(or earlier). This allows teachers 3+ weeks notice

• Letters of Recommendation
• Personally ask recommenders first!
• Request teachers electronically through SchooLinks (You must 

first sign the FERPA waiver and then MATCH your CommonApp 
and SchooLinks accounts). Tap on each college to request

• Provide teachers with the LoR Student Information form

• Outside recommenders should be invited via email through the 
Common Application



Counselor Recommendation & School Report
• A Counselor recommendations is required by most private colleges 

(those that require teacher letters). It is automatic and does not 
require you to request it from me. That said…

• PLEASE make certain that you upload your resume/activities list 
and previously assigned questionnaires and prompts to Schoolinks 
(and/or send copies to me via email)



Miscellaneous To Do and To Know



Transcript Authorization Form 
The Transcript Request form grants Pine View 
permission to send transcript materials and 
recommendations to colleges

• Colleges must reflect those in SchooLinks 
• Include all colleges (even STARS colleges, e.g.  

UF) Please adhere to the listed deadlines to 
assure timely submission of materials

• October 5th  for Early and Priority deadlines
• December 18th for Regular Decision 

Multiple transcript request forms may be 
submitted



Early Decision Agreement EDI/EDII
If you and your family decide to apply under an 
Early Decision plan, either in state to UF or 
FSU, or to an out of state university, you must 
complete and sign ED Agreement forms 
required by both the college and Pine View

You will acknowledge:
• Your understanding of the binding nature 

of an ED application
• That you may only make one ED 

application (and follow the restrictions of 
other Early Action placed upon ED 
applicants)

• Agree that, if accepted, you will withdraw 
all other applications



Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
• The 2026-27 FAFSA will open on October 1st

• It is strongly recommended that ALL students (parents) should 
complete and submit the FAFSA regardless of financial situation

• Most colleges require FAFSA completion for financial aid and 
scholarship eligibility. This includes work study opportunities, 
loans, and in many cases, merit-based scholarships

• The earlier the better. Money is awarded on a “first come, first 
serve” basis. Early completion makes award letters and 
negotiations possible!

• Please join us on October 8th for our Financial Aid presentation 



Bright Futures 2027-28

Florida Academic Scholars (100% tuition+)
•  GPA 3.5 weighted (recalculated)
•  SAT 1330 (CR/M) or ACT 29 - Superscored
•  100 Community Service Hours (or Work)

• Florida Medallion Award (appx 75% tuition)
• GPA 3.0 weighted (recalculated)
•  SAT 1190 (CR/M) /ACT 24 – Superscored (Must include 

Science) 
•  75 Community Service Hours (or 100 Work)

The Bright Futures application opens October 1st.  All PV students will be asked to apply 
regardless of their college intentions!  Instructions will be emailed home and shared in classroom 
presentations  If possible, try to meet testing thresholds and complete/submit Service/Work hours 
by the Early Evaluation deadline (by end of 1st semester)



Appointments with Mr. Bergman
• If applying to Florida Public Universities only there is no urgency 

to meet (unless you wish). You may also email me anytime, 
anything

• If applying early or under special circumstances and we have not 
met, it is strongly advised we meet before submission. This 
includes ED or REA plans, Questbridge, or through a Military 
Academy or athletic recruitment process



Final Thoughts and Miscellaneous Reminders
• You are strongly encouraged to submit applications early. 

Transcripts and Recommendations are sent after you submit 

• The 2027-28 FAFSA will open October 1st. Most colleges require 
FAFSA completion for financial aid and scholarship eligibility. We 
recommend ALL families complete the FAFSA regardless of financial 
situation

• The initial Bright Futures Application also opens October 1st

• Upcoming Events:
• September/October Classroom Visits
• October 2nd   UF and FSU Rep Visit (Periods 2-4)
• October 8th   FAFSA/Financial Aid Night (Virtual)



Q & A!
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