
College Planning 101: Special Topics for 9th and 10th Graders

December 5, 2023

Planning Your Next Moves



General Housekeeping

• Please hold Individual Questions 
during the presentation. 

• A short Q & A will follow the 
presentation.

• Please Scan the Code and submit 
your questions via the Microsoft 
Office Form. 

• All questions will be answered!



Tonight’s Talking Points
with PV’s College & Career Team 

Dr. Wiley, College Advisor (8-11)
• Resources for Parents and Students
• PSAT/NMSQT Scores and Interpretations
• High School Scheduling & Planning
• Timelines for Students/Parents
• Directories
• Time on Dr. Wiley’s Calendar

Mr. Bergman, College Advisor (11-12)
• College Planning
• Factors in College Admission
• Middle 50% and State University Matrix
• What Colleges See (Transcript, School 

Profile and CommonApp School Report)
• Scheduling for Success 



Dr. Wiley
College Advisor, Grades 8-11

LORI.WILEY@SARASOTACOUNTYSCHOOLS.NET

mailto:LORI.WILEY@SARASOTACOUNTYSCHOOLS.NET


Resources
For Parents and Students



The Truth About College Admission

https://www.amazon.com/Truth-about-College-Admission-Together/dp/1421447487/ref=sr_1_1?crid=9ZMRBYCO0RQW&keywords=the+truth+about+college+admission&qid=1696973507&sprefix=the+truth+%2Caps%2C92&sr=8-1


The Truth about College Admission: Workbook

https://www.amazon.com/Truth-about-College-Admission-Workbook/dp/1421442639/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1FM0H9B33RG7T&keywords=the+truth+about+college+admission+workbook&qid=1696973691&sprefix=the+truth+about+college+admission+workbook%2Caps%2C99&sr=8-1


College Match: A Blueprint for Choosing the Best School For You

https://www.amazon.com/College-Match-Blueprint-Choosing-School/dp/1733578420/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2PHH2UDJIA1G2&keywords=college+match&qid=1701742962&sprefix=college+match%2Caps%2C109&sr=8-1


Fiske Guide to Colleges, 2024



How to College: What to Know Before You Go (and When You’re There)



PSAT/NMSQT Scores 
Where to View

What the Numbers Mean

Where to Find Information about NMSQT



Accessing and Interpreting Student PSAT Scores

• Students Access Via College Board Account

• Parents proceed to SATSUITE.COLLEGEBOARD.ORG
• What is a Good PSAT Score
• Your Scores Explained
• How Scores Are Calculated
• Who Will See My Score

• National Merit Scholarship Program

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt/scores/understanding-scores
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt/scores/understanding-scores/what-is-a-good-score
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt/scores/understanding-scores/your-score-explained
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt/scores/understanding-scores/how-scores-are-calculated
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt/scores/understanding-scores/who-will-see-my-score
https://www.nationalmerit.org/s/1758/start.aspx?sid=1758&gid=2&pgid=61&cid=160


What is a Good 
PSAT Score

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt/scores/understanding-scores/what-is-a-good-score


Your Scores 
Explained

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt/scores/understanding-scores/your-score-explained


How Scores 
Are 

Calculated

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt/scores/understanding-scores/how-scores-are-calculated


Who Will See 
My Score

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt/scores/understanding-scores/who-will-see-my-score


High School Schedules
Planning with Intentionality 



Scheduling in the Context of  College Planning

• Identify Origins
• Recognize Value 

• What CAN be 
accomplished

• Opportunity Costs

• Why
• How
• What

• Admission
• Scholarships
• Financial Aid
• Sports
• Glory End Goals Motivation

PrioritiesFeasibility



School Profile
• Visible to all colleges/universities
• Used to gauge opportunities taken
• Provides educational context



T H E  L I S T  O F  A C A D E M I C SG P A / S C O R I N G  A V G . M A T R I C U L A T I O N



 Dr. Wiley’s December Class Visit
 Pre-Planning Exercise 
 Program of Studies Review

C O M I N G  I N  J A N U A R Y :  C O U R S E  S E L E C T I O N S



Found under 
the ‘Resources’ 
tab on the PVS 

Website.

Consult the PV Program of  Studies 



Timelines 
Focusing Attention Appropriately



What to do Now in Grades 9 and 10

• Seek Rigor when Given the Option
• Map out Testing Plan (SAT/ACT)
• Protect the GPA
• Engage and Explore Activities 
• Take Time for Self-Reflection – Know Thyself
• Follow Through on Commitments
• Research Different Types of  Colleges and Universities – Look for Match and Fit
• Attend College Fairs, and Campus Tours
• Ask Questions about Cost, and Financial Fitness
• Make significant strides toward 



Directory
A One-Page (Slide) Guide 



Places to Bookmark and Visit Often:
Pine View’s College Counseling Website
pvscollegecounseling.com

Pine View School Main Website
https://www.sarasotacountyschools.net/pineview

Grade Level Timelines by The College Board
https://blog.collegeboard.org/how-to-start-planning-for-college-in-9th-grade

https://pvscollegecounseling.com/
https://www.sarasotacountyschools.net/pineview
https://blog.collegeboard.org/how-to-start-planning-for-college-in-9th-grade


Appointments with Dr. Wiley
LORI.WILEY@SARASOTACOUNTYSCHOOLS.NET

I look forward to hearing from you!

mailto:LORI.WILEY@SARASOTACOUNTYSCHOOLS.NET


Mr. Bergman
College Advisor, Grades 11-12

Lance.Bergman@sarasotacountyschools.net



Pine View College Planning II (9th and 10th)

College Planning 
• Factors in College Admission - Rigor and GPA
• The Middle 50% and the State University Matrix
• What Colleges See (Transcript, Profile and CommonApp School Report)
• Scheduling for Success 

• Competitive and Successful Applicants



Competitive Applicants

• Challenge themselves academically
• Fully avail selves of academic and 

extracurricular opportunities
• Are curious and self-aware, seeking to 

discover themselves and their interests 
(Know Thyself)

• Are able to convey in their application who 
they are and how they fit

• Have a balanced approach in the 
admissions process (fit and balance)

• Plan ahead and are well-organized



Successful Applicants

• Successful applicants 
• Approach the application process with a growth mindset
• Value the skills and experiences they have gained at PV
• Work hard but find balance, allowing time to enjoy high school
• Know what they control and what they do not
• Are self-aware and resilient
• Attitude and gratitude



Factors in College Admission 

• Rigor of High School Coursework (Scheduling)
• Academic Performance - High School GPA (unweighted/weighted)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
• Standardized Tests: SAT and/or ACT Scores (Test Optional-Florida publics require)
• Extracurricular Activities (depth) – “Standout factor”
• Community Service/Volunteer Work
• Personal Statement - Main Essay and Supplements
• Letters of Recommendation typically required by private colleges and some 

public (Teacher and Counselor) – Not Florida!



The Middle 50% - What it is and What it is Not

• Middle 50% for GPA and Testing are 
reported by all universities/colleges

• The range between the 25th and the 
75th percentile for accepted students

• What it is not!

State University System Counselor Guide
• https://www.flbog.edu/resources/admis

sions-tour/





PV Transcript Materials - What Colleges See

• Rigor of High School Coursework (Scheduling)
• Academic Performance - High School GPA (unweighted/weighted)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

• Pine View School Profile
• Student's Academic Transcript (or Self-report)
• Letters of Recommendation
• Common Application School Report







Common Application School Report



Transcript Rigor Comparison (11th and 12th)



Rigor and your Academic Plan

Key Factors and Recommendations (based on admissions data/outcomes and
recommendations from our College Admissions Offices) 
• Maximum rigor as early as possible and appropriate (Honors/AP or DE)
• Re-calculated, weighted grade point average matters. Protect GPA

• Course trajectory and completion of terminal coursework when possible
• Four years of English (AP Language and AP Literature = favored 

trajectory)
• APUSH, AP US Government and AP Macroeconomics when possible
• Continuation of World Language as possible. Valued regardless of major 



Rigor and your Academic Plan - Cont.-

Factors and Recommendations (Continued):

• Increasing course alignment with emergent interests
• Continued strong emphasis on 12th Grade rigor
• Evidence of research and writing skills (AP Capstone-Seminar/ Research)

• Advanced Placement v. Dual Enrollment (Class of 2025 changes)
• Why am I taking? What are my college goals?
• What are the potential benefits or implications 
• Follow course trajectory (e.g. AP Calc BC-->Calc III DE)
• Choose Advanced Placement at Pine View over DE or FLVS  options



Thank you for Joining us this evening! 

Time to mark your calendars for the next 
College Planning 101: Special Topics for 9th and 10th Graders

February 6, 2024
6:30 pm in the Pine View Auditorium

Lance.Bergman@sarasotacountyschools.net Lori.Wiley@sarasotacountyschools.net
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